BACKWARD EUROPE AND ADVANCED ASIA
The conjunction of these wordls seems paradoxical. Who does not know that Europe is advanced and Asiai backward? But the words taken for the title for this article contain a ibitter truth.
In civilized and advanced Europe, with its brilliantly developed machine industry, its rich all-round culture and itsi constitution, a historical moment has been reached when the commanding bourgeoisie, out ctf fear for the growth and increasing strength of the proletariat, is supporting everything backward, moribund and medieval. The obsolescent bourgeoisie is combining with all obsolete and obsolescent forces in an endeavour to preserve tottering wage slavery.
Advanced Europe is commanded by a bourgeoisie which supports everything backward), In our day Europe is advanced! not thanks to, but in spite of the bourgeoisie, for the proletariat alone is adding to the million-strong army of fighters for a better future, it alone is preserving and propagating implacable enmity towards backwardmess, savagery, privilege, slavery and the humiliation of man by man.
In "advanced" Euroipe, the sole advanced class is the proletariat. The living bourgeoisie, on the other hand, is prepared to go to any length of savagery, brutality and crime in order to preserve perishing capitalist slavery.
And a more striking example of this decay of the entire European bourgeoisie can scarcely be cited than the sup-